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bv phone 
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(508) 435 -2055 
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Robert Hess, N I U V A 
1 Cold Spnng Brook Road 
Hopkinton, NLA 01748 
by internet 
circuit@fara.org 

President's Message 
We leave the year 200.8 on a sad note wi th tlie loss o f one o f our long time mem­
bers. Julie Hoffer , W I D L , passed away in late December. Julie had been in great 
pain fol lowing a back operation and died from an apparent heart attack. D i c k 
( K I R A W ) was with the family shortly after he heard the news. 

Julie was a long time member and good friend o f F A R A . H e was one o f the first 
hams I met when I moved to N e w England in 1990. I bought the wire for mv 80 
meter loop from Julie and Sylvia. Robert ( N I U V A ) was with me at the time. We 
had a nice chat and a great tour o f Julie's basement and garage. W e wiU miss [ulie 
at our flea markets and other F A R A activities. W e wi l l miss his prize donations and 
anecdotes. W e wi l l miss his sense o f humor. Sumner ( W ' l V I V ) and Marc (\X'A1R) 
have written some nice articles about Julie , elsewhere in this issue o f tlie Circuit . 
W e would like to have a few more articles from tliose w h o knew Julie well . I f you 
want to write one, send it to Robert (circuit@,fara.org). 

Sumner ( W I V I V ) has suggested we name our annual F A R A Scholarsliip in honor 
o f Julie. Tlr is wi l l be discussed at the next board meeting. W e welcome your com­
ments. 

We do leave 2(X)3 wi th some good memories and good times. We had two wel l -
attended and successful flea markets, a great Field D a y , and a fun summer picnic. 
O u r monthly meetings were well attended throughout the year, thanks to some 
good speakers and interesting meeting topics. T h e year was topped of f by tlie fan­
tastic celebration o f E d ' s ( \ V 1 N X C ) Instructor o f the Year award at our F A R i X 
Night O u t diimer. 

2004 wi l l begin with some unfortunate news. Three o f our officers, including your 
President, iHU be leaving F A I L A territory. D i c k ( f C B l H I W ) , our secretart- M T I I be 
transferred to Nort l i Carolina prior to tlie completion o f his term. Steve ( . V A l l Z ) , 
our vice-president, has relocated to his house in the Berksli ires but wi l l be able to 
make a few more meetings prior to the end o f his temi o f office. My company has 
transferred me to another city. I begin work tliere on 

Continued on Puoe 3... 

Julie Hoffer, W1DL-SK 
By Sumner, W I V I Y 

JuUe H o f fe r , a long-time F A R A member, has recently passed away. " M r . 40 Me­
ters" left a lot of memories and a lot o f friends, and he w i l l not soon be forgotten. 

Julie came from Detroit , and got into ham radio at an eady age. H e liked to talk o f 
his A r m y adventures in W W I I , where he was heavily involved in radio communica­
tions. .After the war he met the heautiful Sylvia, and they soon married. T w o girls. 
Shelley and Beth, came along, and tlie Floffers moved to Framingham. After the 
kids grew up, Julie started a ham radio parts business, and he and Sylvia had seller's 
tables at ham flea markets f rom Florida to N e w Hampsli ire . T l i ey made the trip for 
many years, and loved to greet all their old friends and regular customers. W h e n 
Sylvia passed away o f a brain tumor years ago, Julie never fully recovered. H e con­
tinued until last year to make the trip, spending the winter i n Florida so he could do 
die Miami liamfest, but it just wasn't the same. 

W I D L ( e x - K l C Q O ) was very generous to our club, donating door prizes for our 
flea markets and providing parts for members at very low prices. Everybody knew 
what a " Jul ie- joke" was; he loved really bad puns and plays-on-words, and shame­
lessly used them at club meetings and on the air. 

I would like to think that Juhe is n o w up in heaven wid i his beloved Sylvia, still tell­
ing diose terrible jokes and keephig his rag-chewing schedules with his cronies on 
40 meter S S B . 



Julie's Passing Takes A Great 
Friend From Us All 
B y Marc , W A I R 

E v e r y o n e , it seems has a favoi i te Jul ie 
story or stories. F o r instance, Sumner , 
W I V I X T tells o f the time he , Ju l i e , 
W I D L , and H o w a r d R i c e m i i n , c l imbed 
to tlie top o f M t . N o b s c o t to conduct 
F i e l d D a y . I t seems they took first 
place in E a s t e m ALA. S o , after taking 
first place, they decided they'd done it 
all and retired f r o m compet i t ion. 

O r , as related a l o n g time ago, by L e w , 
K I A Z E , the c lub needed a couple o f 
z o o m u p s for F ie ld D a y . S o , L e w asked 
Juhe , w h o said it w a s no problem. 
W e l l , F i e l d D a y c a i n e , a n d the 
z o o m u p s went . T h e y became rather 
large, meta l pretzels. A n d , Julie didn't 
say a t i l ing. I n fact , w h e n the club 
needed more z o o m u p s , out they came. 

Jul ie H o f f e r , W I D L , w h o became a 
Silent K e y suddenly last week , w a s l ike 
that. H e l iked g i v i n g and he kept o n 
g i v i n g through a long , successful h a m , 
fami ly and w o r k career. 

A l w a y s quick w i t h a d n c c , Juhe w a s a 
perfect ionist w i t h antennas. I f there 
w a s a w a y to tweak something, he a l ­
w a y s thought o f it and then tried it out. 
F o r example , there w a s a F ie ld D a y ; 
about 20 years ago at B o w d i t c h F i e l d , 
where W I D L thought a 40-meter ver ­
tical w o u l d be great. S o , what d i d he 
do? H e w e n t o v e r to his a lways-
o v e r f l o w i n g t runk, pul led out the wire 
needed — after c o n v i n c i n g folks to help 
h i m haul a lanyard to p u l l the vert ica l 
u p n g h t through a tree — and pirvceeded 
to put the antenna together. O h , the 
feedpoint insulator was an ancient, 
green C o k e bottle. 

A s I sa id, everyone has o r k n o w s o f a 
Julie story. O r maybe they k n o w o f 
Julie's stories — rather his puns . A p u n ­
ster o f tlie highest order, Ju l ie thought 
n o t h i n g o f br inging d o w n groans and 
laughter f r o m club m e m b e r s w i t h his 
i n n o v a t i v e - i f s o m e w h a t cr inge-
p r o v o k i n g — puns . A n y o n e w h o has 
heard one w i l l know- exactly w h a t I 
m e a n . 

I t w a s that misch ievous sense o f h u ­
m o r , as w e l l as a great and w e l c o m i n g 
heart and nature, w h i c h endeared Juhe 
to all o f us . H e w a s l ike a huge magnet 
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w h o seemed to p u l l fo lks into his orbi t 
and they remained there, quite happily. 

H e treated everyone as i f tliey were a 
brother , sister, son o r daughter. I f you 
needed something and Jul ie h a d it, it 
w a s yours . I t ' s tme tli.at Julie l ikely had 
one o f everything in the h i im universe 
because o f h is l o n g years as a f ixture 
o n the flea market c i rcui t , so it was 
highly unlikely that y o u couldn' t f m d 
just w h a t y o u needed, w h e t h e r it w a s a 
w e i r d value d o o r k n o b cap for an amp 
o r just a p la in , garden-variety P L - 2 5 9 
connector . 

F o r y e a r s , J u l i e ' s p a r t n e r - i n - f l e a -
markets w a s h i s be loved w i f e Sy lv ia . 
Julie was dev^oted to Syl — he needed 
her just to keep tilings i n order and 
under contro l o r else it w a s l ikely tlieir 
modest C h e r r y R o a d , F r a m i n g h i u n , 
h o m e w o u l d have resembled a huge 
flea market itself, not just tlie garage 
y o u couldn' t park i n o r the attic. 

Syl passed away about eight years ago 
after a vaUant fight against cancer. H e r 
pass ing w a s hard o n Julie and he 
missed her unt i l his ow-n o n D e c . 26. 
T h e y were devoted to one another and 
tl ieir two daughters, B e t h and Shell ic . 

Julie w a s an especially devoted fatl ier, 
B e t l i noted d u r i n g a m o v i n g speech at 
die D e c . 29 graveside service where 
Juhe was interred beside Sy l . A Seattle, 
W A resident, B e t h related h o w she 
came to a crucia l career point i n her 
hfe and asked l i e r D a d for advice. Julie 
s imply asked i f she l iked the n e w direc­
t ion and she said yes. W e l l , he said, 
t l ien go ahead and take it. W h i c h is 
exactly w h a t the f o m i e r h u m a n rela­
tions manager d id . She became a pot­
ter and that is h e r career. B u t , that's 
not al l . 

XXfiien her career demanded certain 
types and gauges o f copper w i r e , Ju l ie 
h u n t e d t l ieni dow-n and f o u n d them 
for her g iv ing B e t h , as she noted, quite 
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" a n i n v e n t o i y . " .And, then w h e n it took 
a turn that required other, more unique 
i tems, Juhe scoured places like H o m e 
D e p o t and f o u n d w h a t she needed. H e 
even f o u n d her i tems she didn't k n o w 
she needed unt i l after she received 
t l iem. 

H i s daughters were equally supportive 
o f t l ieir D a d , especially after l i is back 
operation and later p a i n , laid h i m up. 

Shellie remained close by w o r k i n g in 
area Hbraries and n o w l i v i n g i n H o U i s -
ton. 

Aside f r o m his family , Julie 's biggest 
passion i n life w a s the hobby he be­
came active i n nearly 70 years ago, 
iAmateur Radio . H e was f irst l icensed 
at age 13 and remamed activ^e for more 
than 65 years. H e vv-as more t l ia i i a bit 
inf luent ia l getting his brother D a n l i ­
censed. H o w ' d he do it? XX'ell, y o u 
k n o w J u l i e , he made a game o f i t , D a n 
noted. H e made code practice a game 
and D a n took to it. H e became one o f 
Juhe's endur ing nightly 40-meter c o n ­
tacts. 

XXTierever he w e n t i n the hobby , Julie 
made friends and kept friends. Indeed , 
1 w a s f irst l icensed 25 years ago next 
s u m m e r and one o f tlie f irst fo lks I 
met and became friendly w i t h i n the 
hobby was Juhe. I t was the same for 
N e a l , K I N D F , fonner ly o f N e w t o n 
and n o w o f F r a m i n g h a m , w h o w a s a 
good fr iend for more than 40 years. 
T h e same is also true o f Sumner , 
X X T V I V , also a f r iend o f more t l ian 40 
years. 

Juhe d r e w us to h i m and he kept us 
close. H e was a g i v i n g m a n w i t h a large 
heart w h o was always ready to help out 
w h e n asked. I f w e needed connectors 
at an event , Juhe ran home and didn't 
just puU a f e w out ; he pul led out 
enough connectors to equip a smal l 
army. O r , i f w e needed an antenna, 
there it was - no questions asked. 

Jul ie asked n o questions, either, w h e n 
his country called for W o r l d W a r I I . 
A l r e a d y a knowledgeable h a m , Julie 
enhsted in tlic A n i i y A i r F o r c e . W e l l , 
they f o u n d out he k n e w a b i t about 
radio so they sent h i m to radio school . 
A t radio school , they found he k n e w 
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more tliim tlie instructor, so tliey sent 
h i m to officer candidate school, made 
hun an officer and he taught about radio. 
H e later served in die Pacific Tlieater as 
a communications officer. 

A f t e r die war, Juhe decided to take ad­
vantage o f a college education and he 
graduated Wayne State hi Michigan wit l i 
a degree hi accounting. D a n noted [ulie 
worked for die state o f Michigan for sev­
eral years before he heard o f a company 
m Massachusetts w h o was looking for an 
accountant who k n e w something about 
radio. Guess w h o that person was? It 
was Juhe, o f course. H e got the job, 
transplanted to Framingham and Juhe's 
long relationship wi th this area began. 

H i s passuig was marked quietly on D e c . 
29 by about 40 people — family, friends. 
H a m s — durii ig graveside services at die 
Framhigham-Natick Hebrew Cemetery. 

Julie was a good friend w h o wil l be 
missed by all w h o knew hun. I k n o w I 
have lost a httle somediing and I know 
others have, too. 

...President continuedfrom Page 1 

January 12. 

W e had a well-attended board meeting a 
couple o f weeks ago to discuss h o w 
F A R A wi l l be operated hi the fol lowing 
mondis prior to the election o f new off i ­
cers. We wanted to make sure that the 
sudden loss o f several officers would not 
affect die seamless operation o f the 
C l u b . W e also wanted to maintain tlie 
success o f our various activities including 
die annual picnic, our two flea markets. 
Field D a y , Flag D a y , F A R A Night O u t , 
etc. Fortunately, we have two past presi­
dents, who are currently F A R A officers, 
Peter ( K A 1 A X \ - ) a n d ' J i m (\XaEQ\XO 
and we have a large, strong, club full o f 
past presidents and officers. 

T o insure that the Club runs smoothly 

over die next few months, the Board 
asked me to appoint an .Advisory C o m ­
mittee and an Flect ion Nominating 
Committee. H i e .Advisory Committee 
wi l l be comprised o f the foUowhig for­
mer iuid present F A I G X officers: Bev 
( N I L O O ) , L e e ( K I G L ) , Sumner 
( W T V I V ) , Mart in ( A A I O N ) , Peter 
( K A H V X A ' ) , and J i m (WIEQXXJ) . T l i e 
Nominat ing Committee wi l l uiclude E d 
( X V I N X C ) as the Chairman, Lee 
( j l C l G L ) , B e v ( N I L O O ) and J i m 
(XX'IEQXXT). 1 w i l l serve out my term as 
President, albeit by remote control for 
die most part- Steve wi l l be able to make 
a few meetings imd wi l l serve out his 
term. XX'e w i l l have a special election for 
Secretary prior to Dick ' s departure. 
E m a i l is a wonderful thing. T l i i s is h o w 
Steve and 1 wi l l be coniniunicating with 
the Board , Advisory Committee and 
Nominat ing Committee. W e also plan 
on holding a few conference calls. I w i l l 
miss F A R A greatly, but it is not time to 
say goodbye yet. 

I n die words o f E d ( \ X T N X C ) F A I L X is 
like a batdeship, it has momentum. 
Translation: the sudden loss o f tiiree of­
ficers w i l l in no way affect the seamless 
operation o f our fine club. 

O u r guest speaker tliis monti i is one o f 
our members, J e f f (WAIQAAX") . J e f f wi l l 
be giving a talk on low frequency subma­
rine communications. XX'e are holding 
our lanuary meeting on a special day, 
January 5 * , Monday. T h i s should be a 
very interesting meeting. Hope to see 
you there. 

FARA - The Early Years 
Transcribed by K a r e n Hess 

June 28, 1935 
T h e 48'" regular meeting o f the Framing­
ham Radio Club was called to order at 
8:25 P . M . by Pres. D r . Crosby. 

T l i e Club House Committee consists o f 
four members, namely, Mr . R . Gibbs , 

M r . Parsons, Sr., M r . J . F . O ' N e i l l , and 
M r . O . W . Mandell. 

I t was moved, seconded and voted upon 
that the amendment, changing die elec­
tion date from J a n . to the first meetmg m 
Sept. be accepted. 

T l iere was a general discussion on 
whether only die licensed members 
might vote for officers or all die mem­
bers. A committee o f two were ap­
pointed to make some decision on diis, 
the two appohited being one hcensed 
amateur and one unhceiised man. 

It was moved, seconded and voted upon 
that we have apphcation blanks, for 
membership, made. 

I t was also moved, seconded and voted 
upon dia l the constitution be amended 
that an initiation fee o f 50 cents be 
chaiged to all making application for 
membership. 

There was a general discussion on boot­
leg stations on five-meters, to tlie effect 
dial after we gave a warning to die of­
fenders, i f they didn't heed our w o r d , 
we'd place the matter m die hands o f the 
R . I . 

T h e Worcester Field D a y was an­
nounced. 

Robt. Reed o f SaxonrtiUe has applied for 
membership. 

T l i e Club House Committee requested a 
general discussion on locations o f quar­
ters for convenience o f all. 

.All business having been cleared, the 
meeting was adjoumed at 9:10 P . M . , 
then a very detailed and uistructive talk 
was given us on "Signal to Noise R a t i o " 
by Prof. Sager o f B . C . 

Respectfully submitted 

D . L G i r o , Sec. 

Jan 5: 

Jan 26: 

Feb 5: 
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FARA Horizons 

SPECIAL DATE - Club Meeting 

Board Meeting 

Club Meeting 

This month's Circuit sponsored by: 

UTL£T 
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Club Information 2004 

President Bob Hess W I R H 508-435-2055 president@fara.org 
Vice President Steve Rosenthal A A I I Z 508-655-2442 vp@fara.org 

secretary@fara.org Secretary Richard Steams K B I H I W 508-528-9150 
vp@fara.org 
secretary@fara.org 

Treasvircr Peter Simpson K A I A X Y 508-429-7069 treasurer@ fara.org 
Director Jim Weckback W I E Q W 508-435-6487 director@fara.org 
Director of Training Ed Weiss W I N X C 508-881-2301 
Director of Testing Jim Weckback W I E Q W 508-435-6487 testing@fara.org 
Publicity Coordinators Sharon Gartenhcrg K C I Y R 508-877-6692 
Emergency Coordinator Steve Rosenthal A A I I Z 508-655-2442 
Activities Director Marc Stem W A I R 508-879-2087 
Scholarslup Comm. Ch. Dick Cosma K D I B F 508-877-8241 schoIarships@fara.org 
Public Service Coordinators Bev Lees N I L O O 508-626-2012 

Jim Weckback W I E Q W 508-435-6487 
Packet Cluster Coordinator Charlie Ross N C I N 508-533-7680 packet@fara.org 
Newsletter Editor Robert Hess N I U V A 508-435-2055 circuit@fara.org 
Webmaster Sharon Gartenhcrg K C I Y R 508-877-6692 wcbmaster@fara.org 

Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 1st Thursday of each month at 7:30PM in the basement of the 
Danforth Museum, on Lexington St. 

Club Nets: F A R A Net: Sunday, 7:30PM, 147.15/147.75 - social/chat, A R E S preparedness 

Club Station: W I F Y , the club station and shack, is open Saturday mornings from 8:30-12:00 and Wednesday evenings 
from 7:30-9:00. Call the club number, 879-8097 to confirm. 

Club Web Site: http://www.fara.org 
W I F Y DX Spotting Node: 145.61 


